Unit 1
The North and South
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Numerous historians have debated over whether the North and the South had developed into different societies or even two separate nations by 1848. Some have described two fundamentally different civilisations emerging, divided by their view on slavery. Others disagree and point to a common history and language cemented by the struggle against Great Britain during the revolutionary war and the war of 1812. They, in fact, argue that the commonalities were far greater than the differences. Much of this debate fails however to stress the point that many northerners and southerners believed that major differences divided them.

Northerners looked south and saw a land dominated by the cruel injustice of slavery and southerners looked north and saw a people hell bent on destroying slavery and the southern way of life. The fact that these differences were probably greatly exaggerated doesn’t matter. If people believed there were differences, they acted accordingly and behaved as if two sections had developed with each viewing the other with a strong degree of suspicion.

Economic Developments
Almost certainly an economic divide had developed during the ante bellum (pre war) period between the north and the south. Both agricultural and industrial development in America developed differently in comparison with Europe – being far more capital intensive rather than labour intensive. There were four basic reasons for this:

· A shortage of labour especially skilled labour. 

· A plentiful supply of resources and raw materials.
· A high level of education and literacy.

· Openness to change and a willingness to experiment and develop new technologies. 
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The supply of labour in America was constantly below demand due to the lure of cheap land in the west and the rapid growth of the economy. As a result wage levels in America were constantly higher than in Europe. The shortage and high cost of labour forced technological innovation, to substitute machines for human workers. In contrast to labour key resources such as water and wood were plentiful. Water powered the textile mills of New England and wood fuelled the steam engines of locomotives and steamboats.
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 Fuelled by economic developments the north industrialised and urbanised quickly during the ante bellum years, attracting new European immigrants. Immigrants provided much of the labour needed by industrial America. Between 1820 and 1860, nearly 5 million immigrants entered the United States and close to 90% settled in the North. The population growth allowed the north to gain a majority in the House of Representatives and control of the Senate in 1850.
In contrast to the north the slave states of the south remained overwhelmingly rural and agricultural. Their economy grew, but it did not develop a substantial commercial and industrial sector. Southern agriculture was as labour intensive in 1860 as it had been in 1800. The slave states valued tradition and stability more than change and progress. As the North raced towards a vibrant competitive meritocracy, many Southerners were alarmed and frightened by change. Many Southerners were not happy with the Northern vision of what America should become.

The tables below illustrate the economic differences between the North and South:

Table 1  Percentage of Urbanized Population (Living in Towns of 2,500 or more)

	
	Free States
	Slave States

	1820
	10%
	5%

	1840
	14%
	6%

	1860
	26%
	10%


Table 2  Percentage of Labour Force in Agriculture
	
	Free State
	Slave States

	1800
	68%
	82%

	1860
	20%
	81%


	
	Value of Farmland per acre.
	Value of Farm Machinery and Implements per Acre
	Value of Farm Machinery and Implements per Worker

	Free States
	$25.67
	$0.89
	$66

	Slave states
	$10.40
	$0.42
	$38


 Table 3  Value of Farmland and Implements, 1860
Table 4  Capital Invested in Manufacturing

	
	Free States

--------------

Percentage of US Total
	Free States

---------------

Per Capita
	Slave States

---------------

Percentage of US Total
	Slave States

---------------

Per Capita

	1840
	80%
	$21.92
	20%
	$7.25

	1860
	84%
	$43.73
	16%
	$13.25
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Cultural Developments

Religion helped shape Northern social life as a new Yankee Protestantism emerged during the ante bellum years giving rise to reform movements such as temperance, education, women’s rights and anti slavery. These movements grew out of the Second Great Awakening, a prolonged series of Protestant revivals during the 1820’s and 1830’s. Many Yankee evangelicals strove not only for the conversion of individual sinners but also for the cleansing of society of such sins as drunkenness, prostitution, ignorance and above all slavery. 
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Americans experienced immense social change during these years as a result of better transportation, a more efficient postal system based on prepaid mail and far higher literacy levels as a result of more schooling. These factors developed far more extensively in the North. One critical factor in a better-informed, politically active population involved the expansion in numbers and size of cheap newspapers and periodicals. As a result of faster printing methods the number of American newspapers most of which were tightly tied to local political parties,  increased from 1,200 in 1835 to 2,526 in 1850. Magazines grew in number and quality, as the religious press claimed a large share of readers. 
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