Unit 12
In-Depth Study 8

The Crisis of the American Republic, c.1848-1877

Question 1

Source A

Fourteenth Amendment: Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

[From the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution (9 July 1868)]
Source B
My mother came for us at the end of the year 1865, and demanded that her children be given up to her. This, mistress refused to do, and threatened to set the dogs on my mother if she did not at once leave the place. My mother went away, and remained with some of the neighbours until supper time. Then she got a boy to tell Caroline to come down to the fence. When she came, my mother told her to go back and get Henry and myself and bring us down to the gap in the fence as quick as she could. Then my mother took Henry in her arms, and my sister carried me on her back. We climbed fences and crossed fields, and after several hours came to a little hut which my mother had secured on a plantation. We had no more than reached the place, and made a little fire, when master's two sons rode up and demanded that the children be returned. My mother refused to give us up. Upon her offering to go with them to the Yankee headquarters to find out if it were really true that all negroes had been made free, the young men left, and troubled us no more.
[The mother of Annie L. Burton, ran away during the Civil War. She returned afterwards to claim her slave children. She recorded the incident in her book, Memories of Childhood's Slavery Days (1909)]
Source C

One of these teachers (Miss Allen of Illinois), whose school was at Cotton Gin Port in Monroe County, was visited ... between one and two o'clock in the morning on March 1871, by about fifty men mounted and disguised. Each man wore a long white robe and his face was covered by a loose mask with scarlet stripes. She was ordered to get up and dress which she did at once and then admitted to her room the captain and lieutenant who in addition to the usual disguise had long horns on their heads and a sort of device in front. The lieutenant had a pistol in his hand and he and the captain sat down while eight or ten men stood inside the door and the porch was full. They treated her "gentlemanly and quietly" but complained of the heavy school-tax, said she must stop teaching and go away and warned her that they never gave a second notice. She heeded the warning and left the county.

[Anonymous quotes from the Testimony Taken by the Joint Select Committee to Enquire into the Condition of Affairs in the Southern States (1872)]

Source D
In effect, the Klan was a military force serving the interests of the Democratic party, the planter class, and all those who desired restoration of white supremacy. Its purposes were political, but political in the broadest sense, for it sought to affect power relations, both public and private, throughout Southern society. It aimed to reverse the interlocking changes sweeping over the South during Reconstruction: to destroy the Republican party's infrastructure, undermine the Reconstruction state, re-establish control of the black labor force, and restore racial subordination in every aspect of Southern life.

[Eric Foner, an academic historian in Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877 (2002)]
Source E
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 [A cartoon threatening the Ku Klux Klan will lynch carpetbaggers, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, Independent Monitor (1868)]
(a) Study Source A. Use the source and your own knowledge to explain   

the meaning of the words “Amendment” in source A.                       (4)

(b) Study Sources A and B. Use the information in Sources A and B and your own knowledge to explain the importance of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution.

    
(8)
(c) Study Sources C and E. How reliable are these sources in explaining sectional tensions in America?                                                         (16)
(d) Study Sources C and D. How far does Source C support or contradict the interpretation of the impact of the Ku Klux Klan given in Source D?                                                                                                      (20)
(e) How useful are these sources to an understanding of the effect of Reconstruction on the American people?                                        (32)
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