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Amélie

Jean-Pierre Jeunet: Le Fabuleux Destin d’Amélie Poulain
Ecrivez 400 mots sur ‘L’imagination’ – quelle est sa signification dans ce film.

· Introduction: Talk about the title and explain any relevant terms and background information.
· Record relevant events and then analyse them:

1. Scenes towards the beginning of the film describing Amélie’s retreat into her imagination.

2. Describe what Amélie imagines after the neighbour accuses her of causing an accident.

3. What does Georgette imagine. What is the significance of the term ‘malade imaginaire’?

4. What does Joseph imagine when he is watching Gina?

5. Whilst looking out over Paris what does Amélie imagine?

6. Imagine Amélie’s thoughts on discovering the box.

7. Describe the scene where Amélie watches her own funeral. Why does she cry?

8. What does Amélie decide about the photos that Nino finds beneath the photomaton?

9. Why does Amélie dress as a highwayman in her imagination?

10. Describe the thoughts of Dufayel and Amélie about the girl in the painting. What is Amélie thinking?

11. What does Amélie think when Nino does not arrive?

12. Finally she imagines a happy life with Nino. What happens? How does she think Lucien and Collignon inter react in her dreams?

· Conclusion:  Is the film based on the imaginings of the characters. How successful is this? Don’t put in new information but rather sum up what you have said already and if necessary come down on one side or the other of your argument. Make it personal. The examiner wants to know how you viewed the film. Tell them!
IN ADDITION

Have a tick list: 

Genders, pronouns, verb endings, tenses, subjunctive, agreement of adjectives, subordinate clauses i.e. those starting with qui, que, dont etc. If you don’t include them how can the examiner know that you know them! Revise all these thoroughly before the exam.

Learn some clever phrases that can be put into any essay.
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