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Les Choristes

Essay Writing Hints for Unit 4
For the WJEC exam the essay has to be 400 words long. 
1. Refer to the mark scheme and you will see that it is vital to stick to the title throughout. Any diversion will not gain you extra marks.

Pay special attention to the instruction. 
Analysez les sentiments d’anti-sémitisme dans le film. – give details of all events which are relevant to the subject but don’t forget to say why you think these things happened. What reasons could there be for them?
Kassovite a réussi à dépeindre l’exclusion sociale – êtes-vous d’accord? – Give all the examples of where social exclusion (in your opinion) is depicted. However you must also give examples of social exclusion which is not included in your opinion. This answer needs to be justified.
Analysez l’influence que Clément Mathieu exerce à l’école ‘Fond de L’Etang) -  give details of all events where he had an influence and then don’t forget to discuss their impression on other characters in the film and on the school itself.
Analysez les rapports entre Amélie et ses collègues au café. - give details of all scenes where Amélie has interaction with her friends in the café but don’t forget to discuss the importance of this in the film as a whole.

2. Make sure you are very familiar with the film. You should know the sequence of events, detailed information about the main characters, why the film was made and any historical or contemporary back ground. Film specific vocabulary is vital. 

3. Have a tick list : 
Genders, pronouns, verb endings, tenses, subjunctive, agreement of adjectives, subordinate clauses i.e. those starting with qui, que dont etc. If you don’t include them how can the examiner know that you know them! Revise all these thoroughly before the exam.
4. Learn some clever phrases that can be put into any essay.
SPEND PLENTY OF TIME WRITING A PLAN.

First you need an introduction: Talk about the title and explain any relevant terms and background information.

Describe events and then analyse them.
Think all the time about using clever phrases and an extensive variety of grammatical constructions off your tick list. 

When you conclude don’t put in new information but rather sum up what you have said already and if necessary come down on one side or the other of your argument. Make it personal. The examiner wants to know how you viewed the film. Tell them! 
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