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Les Choristes

Essay Mark Scheme Unit 4
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Quality of Response (AO2)

15-13 Full and direct response to the question set. Able to focus on the task immediately and

without deviation. Clear organisation, systematic and coherent. Shows excellent

command/judgement in the use of source material. Imaginative approach, Clear viewpoint, sense of purpose and analysis. Concise, matching exposition/conclusion. Argument fully supported by evidence.

12-10 Competent, but lacks some flair, imagination, sparkle, analysis. Sound argument, not always exhaustive, with appropriate examples to illustrate a point; a  little obliqueness, a few relevant conclusions not drawn or poorly supported by evidence; some inappropriate description. But generally well balanced and supported, coherent exposition/conclusion.

9-7 Some sense of direction and some originality, but also some deviation/triviality. Insufficient focus on central aspects of the task. Strong tendency to describe rather than analyse, and to supplement pre-learned information which is not directly related to the given context. But also

some independence of thought. Occasional mismatch between argument and

evidence/information; inappropriate/unconvincing conclusions.
6-4 Some sense of shape, but with flaws and lack of purpose. Limited success in trying to answer specific points. Confused responses/comments tend to distort/dissipate the argument presented. Repeated misunderstandings/misinterpretations of materials and/or questions.

Some second-hand ideas. General lack of analysis and overall organisation. Argument

unclear, poorly supported by evidence.
3-1 Little or no indication that the scope of the task has been understood. Response rambling, disjointed, leading nowhere; information presented for no apparent purpose, important aspects/evidence ignored; pre-learned/'adapted' passages, poorly incorporated; narrow scope, largely irrelevant.

0 Totally unfocused. Responses/statements out of context. Barely more than a list of disconnected items. Little connection with the task in hand.
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Knowledge of topics and texts (AO1, AO2)

10-9 Candidate is thoroughly familiar with the chosen topics/texts. Answers, views and statements demonstrate sound factual knowledge and judgement. Able to draw easily on source material relevant to support a view or argument or to compare/contrast aspects of the subject under discussion.

8-7 Evidence of good factual knowledge and judgement despite one or two

inconsistencies in presenting particulars from topics/texts studied. Evidence of good scope of sources studied, with no significant misrepresentation of facts.

6-5 Evidence of some general knowledge with limited factual detail of topics/texts studied, focused on content rather than judgement. Candidate may confuse certain aspects because they have been 'learned' without being fully assimilated. Prone to

misrepresentation/misinterpretation of facts. Views and opinions, such as there are, tend to be unsupported by evidence.

4-3 Superficial knowledge, confused presentation of unrelated facts which may have little or nothing to do with the subject under discussion and may lead to

misunderstanding/misinterpreting certain issues or questions. No evidence of a range of sources studied. Some inappropriate vocabulary, repetition of 'learned' key statements without genuine argument/understanding

2-1 Distinct lack of factual knowledge, lack of corresponding vocabulary. No evidence that the topics/texts have been studied in any depth, neither in French or the mother tongue. May present pre-learned isolated statements out of context, incorrect references to names or places. Frequent misunderstandings.

0 No information conveyed that is relevant to the task in hand, no evidence that topic/text has been studied.

  GCE FRENCH Specimen Assessment Materials 65
Accuracy (AO3)

10/9 Excellent command of grammar and syntax. Consistently correct use of language despite a few errors, some corrected. High degree of accuracy.
8/7 Evidence of sound grasp of grammar and syntax. Occasional errors, some of which may be repeated, indicating a particular weakness.
6/5 The basic principles of grammar are applied in factual contexts, but the level of accuracy tends to suffer in abstract, argumentative use of the target language. A number of recurring errors (genders, pronouns, verb endings, tenses, agreement) tend to detract from an otherwise convincing performance. Limited range of subordinate clauses.

4/3 A degree of accuracy is evident in brief factual statements only, usually in pre-learned responses. Few, if any compound tenses. High incidence of elementary errors.

2/1 Very limited evidence of applying basic grammatical rules. Erratic use of simple grammatical forms in a few straightforward utterances. May appear careless.

0 Rudimentary grasp of basic grammar evident in short main clauses only. Fragmented and incomplete sentences. No sense of structure. Meaning unclear.
Range and Idiom (AO3)
10/9 Wide, at times adventurous range of appropriate structures and vocabulary. Firm grasp of French idiom. Able to adapt to changing linguistic demands and to handle a variety of appropriate structures with ease. Assured sense of register. Uses language imaginatively to achieve desired effect. Evidence of style, nuance.

8/7 Good range of structures and vocabulary to suit a variety of linguistic situations, but some limitation in abstract contexts. Appropriate use of 'French' structures. Reasonable feel for register appropriate to the situation. Less common topic-specific vocabulary used to good effect.

6/5 Able to use a limited range of structures appropriately. Range of tenses limited but sound. Evidence of some English/Welsh structures used inappropriately. Some vocabulary lacking or used inappropriately.
4/3 Evidence in straightforward factual contexts of understanding some basic principles of idiomatic usage. Range of structures and vocabulary limited to the most common. Short sentences predominate, but some pre-learned phrases used appropriately.

2/1 Range of structures and vocabulary adequate only for factual statements. Evidence of a sense of grammatical structure only in short phrases.

0 Elementary grasp of idiomatic usage. Brief responses, applied in familiar contexts. Tends to confuse registers. Main verbs in present tense, irrespective of task set.
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