Unit 2

Signs of Health and Ill health in Farm Animals

Teacher’s Notes

Introduction

Looking after the health and welfare of animals are the main tasks of a stockperson.
 This session will cover 3 main areas:
· The concept of stockmanship

· Identifying the Signs of Health and Ill health in a variety of farm animals
· The Importance of temperature taking as a diagnostic tool
· The practical task of taking the temperature of a calf.
Key words/phrases

• Separated from the group
• Unusual behaviour
• Loss of body condition
• Loss of appetite
• A sudden fall in milk yield
• Constipation
• Scouring (diarrhoea)

• Not cuddling
• Discharge from the nostrils or eyes
• producing more saliva than usual
• Persistent coughing
• Rapid or irregular breathing

• Abnormal resting behaviour
• Abnormal temperature
• Swollen joints
• Lameness
• Mastitis
Resources

· Factsheet

· Relevant Websites
· Film clip  looking at stockmanship
· Film  clip of temperature taking
· Risk assessment sheet for taking temperature.
Learning Activities to generate evidence that learning has taken place
· Quiz:  Signs of Health and Ill health
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