
TEACHERS NOTES:
The topic is split into six areas with an interactive introduction to each lesson. The lessons can be viewed on an interactive white board or a stand alone computer. The lessons were planned with a year 3 class in mind but activities can be simplified or extended as required. All worksheets were created in word documents. 

It would be useful to have a collection of maps of Wales and your local area available in a range of scales. Local council planning departments are usually helpful and will give schools a selection of maps and even aerial photos of the area. Google maps can be used to print out maps and aerial views.  http://maps.google.co.uk/ 
Lesson 1: Wales is a special place.

The lesson is introduced using a PowerPoint presentation. Each slide can be advanced by clicking the mouse button. The children are encouraged to think about where Wales is located and how it is reached. Point out that the centre of Wales is covered by a range of mountains which is the reason for there not being a motorway. Slide 6 allows the children to explore Wales by clicking on the links and looking at the photographs and reading a short description. Discuss places that are near to where they live. Let them appreciate how beautiful Wales is. The links at the end allow them to locate places on maps and find out more about a place of their choice. 
The worksheet requires them to mark places on the map of Wales and locate their own area. 
Lesson 2: My Postcode.

The lesson is introduced using a PowerPoint presentation. Each slide can be advanced by clicking the mouse button. The children are being asked to think about where they live and where it is located in Wales.

This lesson requires them to know their address and postcode. They could be asked to find these out before the lesson as a homework activity. If not the schools address can be used. The meaning of the postcode is explained and the children then go to Google maps to put in their postcodes to look at maps and aerial views of their area. These can be printed out and their homes labelled.
 The worksheet allows them to write out their address and explain what it means.

Lesson 3: Features of the Local Area.

This lesson continues in an internet browser window. Just follow the links to go through the activities. It begins by introducing the concept of Human and Physical features in a landscape. The children explore the landscape by rolling the mouse over the picture and clicking on the words they find. This takes them to a picture of a feature and a short description. The teacher will need to discuss and explain some of the vocabulary. The next activity is a sorting game where the children have to decide what type of feature it is, human or physical, and drag the word into the correct box. They can then advance to the next page to check themselves. The final page gives some ideas as to how they can find out something about the features of their own area. 
The teacher will need to provide maps of the local area for the children to look at. It presumes that the children will have been taught how to read a map and use a key. Go to www.mapzone.co.uk for help with this. 
The worksheet asks the children to sketch a map of their own area and make a list of some of the main human and physical features.

Lesson 4: Land use.

This lesson continues in an internet browser window. The children are shown a plan of a town and asked to decide where to place a selection of amenities. Discuss with the children why amenities are located in certain places. Do they think the location is convenient for the people in the area? Ask questions such as: Would they like to live next door to a factory? They can plan the town by dragging the symbols on to the plan and using the key to decide what the symbols mean. Note these are not standard mapping symbols just ones to make the planning simpler. Correct symbols can be introduced at a later stage. 
There are two worksheets one allows the children to design their own fictitious town with their own symbols. The other is a blank planning sheet so that they can draw a sketch of the amenities on offer in their own area. They can use maps printed out or used in previous lessons for reference. 
A class discussion could be instigated as to what they think about their local amenities and whether they could be improved. It would be appropriate to take a walk around their school’s area, take photos and look at the amenities available.
Lesson 5: Jobs in the Local Area.

This lesson continues in an internet browser window. This lesson builds on the last activity and requires the children to think about the needs of people in different areas and how amenities can vary according to the local geography. The children are presented with the plans for two contrasting localities, a town and a harbour. They are asked to decide which jobs people may be required to do in each place. They can drag the jobs into the box they think is correct. The answer is given on the next page although it must be pointed out that some jobs can be done in both areas and some cannot. They can extend the activity by deciding which place on the map the job can be done. Ask for ideas for other jobs not mentioned. 
They could be taken on a field trip to explore another locality and think about the services there and the jobs people do. 
The worksheet asks them to think about where they go to get services and how far they need to travel. They are asked to list services in the immediate area and services that are further away.
Lesson 6: Travelling to School.
This activity is introduced using a PowerPoint presentation. It discusses how the children could investigate travelling to school and is aimed at encouraging geographical enquiry. It gives ideas for areas that could be investigated with examples of how questions could be answered and information collected. It includes links to websites where the children could find answers to the questions. The lesson has been planned with the optional ACCAC assessment materials “Travelling to school” in mind so that they could be used in conjunction with this presentation. The teacher can discuss how traffic can be harmful to the environment and ask for ideas to reduce car use. 
The Arrive alive website http://www.thinkroadsafety.gov.uk/arrivealive/ is a good one to use to discuss traffic dangers and problems. 
 The lesson includes 3 worksheets, one for recording data of how the children travel to school, one for recording traffic survey information and a design for a cover for a booklet. The idea being that the children decide on some question that they wish to investigate and make a booklet recording their findings. 
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