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Year 6 KO Reference Sheet f

Calculate mentally a difference such as 8006 - 2993.

6.   Find the difference between 1998 and 4003

21. Work out 6005 - 2998

Key Words

Calculate mentally, difference/find the difference/what is the difference between … and … Work out, mental strategy, add, subtract.

Key Questions

What clues did you look for when working this out mentally?

How did you find the difference? Talk me through your method.

If 3004 is the answer to a question, what could the question be?

Practical Activities

· Use of whiteboards to practice working out the solutions to problems such as Q.6 & Q.21 above.

· Encourage the pupils to use a number line:

     e.g. : to find the difference between 1998 and 4003, count on:
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The pupils should be encouraged to use such a strategy to work out differences rather than writing out a formal sum.

· Talk through the problems. … 4003 take away 1998 : 

    “Start at 1998, count on 2 to get to 2000, then count on 2003 to get to 4003  etc.”
     Make the link between finding the difference, subtraction & counting on.

· Use problems from everyday life such as money problems, units of electricity or gas used and mileage involved in long journeys.

Written Activities

Written activities to link with the above. Encourage the pupils to use their whiteboards to produce number lines. Remember, these can be photocopied and the pupils’ work can then be placed in their workbooks.

IT

http://www.primarygames.co.uk/
Maths Pack 1: Place Value

Maths Pack 1: Number Line

Primary Games Vol 4: Random Stop 1000/ Skill Stop 1000
http://www.wmnet.org.uk/resources/gordon/Bingo%20-%20difference.swf
http://www.wmnet.org.uk/resources/gordon/Subtract%20-%20%20Number%20Line%20v5.swf
DfES Progression Map
http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/progressionmaps/maths/number/sec_ma_prgrsn_n_mc_s3_1.htm
NNS ITP : ‘Number line’
Games

Put the group into pairs. Provide 25 ‘find the difference’ problems. (Use TU – TU, HTU – TU, HTU – HTU, ThHTU – ThHTU, ThHTU – HTU, ThHTU – TU etc). Give the pairs a time limit. How many problems can they solve? Mark the sums together. Which pair gets the most right? 

Home activities;

Activities/worksheets to develop skills in mental subtraction – money problems. 
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