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Year 6 KO Reference Sheet k

Understand area measured in square centimetres (cm2); understand and use the formula in words 'length × breadth' for the area of a rectangle.

What is the area of these rectangles? Questions 11 & 26 
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Make sure you write what unit your answer is in.

Key Words

Area, length, breadth, cm, mm, cm², mm², rectangle, square, triangle, calculate, estimate, half.

Key Questions

Show me something that has an area of approximately 100 cm². What did you use to help you?

Estimate the area of the front cover of this paperback book. How did you go about doing that?

If the area of a rectangle is 32 cm², what are the lengths of the sides? Are there other possible answers? How did you work that out?

Practical Activities

· Use cm square paper to make squares/rectangles/other shapes of different sized areas. Later, calculate the area of the shapes by counting the squares/half squares. Record the answer using cm².

· Use cm square paper to draw shapes with areas of a given size (e.g. 10 cm², 15 cm², 17 ½ cm², 22 ½ cm²)

· Use square paper to draw irregular shapes : work out the area by counting whole squares/half squares and part squares that equal about 1 square.

· Draw different sized squares/rectangles on the whiteboard – identify length (longest side) and breadth (shortest side). Discuss the area (the amount of surface a 2D shape covers) and explain it is measured in square units. Work out the area for the squares/rectangles.
· Draw rectangles/squares, measure the length and breadth (with a ruler) and calculate the area.

Written Activities

Worksheets to link with the above activities.

Worksheet to work out the area of given shapes.

Worksheet to find the approximate area of irregular shapes.

Problem solving : The area of the lid of a box  is 96 cm2. What are its length & width?
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NNS ITP : ‘Area’

Games

Flashcards could be used with examples of squares/rectangles – as in Sums Up! Test. The pupils can work out the area of the shapes (L x B) and earn a point for a correct answer – remember they have to give answer in cm² or mm².

Home activities/Homework

Activities to develop skills in area.

Extension: Work out the area of a shape that is made up of different rectangles stuck together (composite shapes).
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