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This book provides an insight into everyday life in Wales at the beginning of the twentieth century.  Wales had 
become an important industrial country and had changed considerably during the nineteenth century. 

The industrial revolution and new discoveries brought about enormous changes to Wales and its people.  By 1913 
Wales was a very different country to the one that existed at the beginning of the nineteenth century.

 Come and explore life in Wales a year before the First World War began.

Wales Before the War 

Cardiff Docks, Bute Offices

A boy in scouts uniform





BRITISH PRIME 
MINISTER

Herbert Henry Asquith

The Liberal Party
THE CHANCELLOR OF THE 

EXCHEQUER
David Lloyd George

The Liberal Party

British 
Politics 
in 1913

These two men seen on this page were 
very important men in Britain in 1913.  
The Liberal Party was in power, a 
political party that has ceased to exist 
today.

The Prime Minister at the time was 
Herbert Henry Asquith, and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
David Lloyd George.  These 
were the Prime Ministers of 
Britain during the war 
years. The Welshman David 
Lloyd George became Prime 
Minister after Herbert Henry 
Asquith in 1916.



Women

Society in 1913 was very 
different to today.  At 
the time many people 
believed that a man’s 
role was to go out and 
work, while a woman’s 
role was to stay at home 
and raise children.

A group of women called 
the Suffragettes 
disagreed with this and 
protested for women to 
have the same rights as 
men.

Suffragettes 

The suffragettes were a group of women who fought for women’s rights.  Women didn’t have 
the right to vote in 1913, and the Suffragettes believed in universal suffrage - that every 
person should have the right to vote. They organized protests across Britain, including some 
violent demonstrations; they broke windows, burnt churches and it is claimed that they 
bombed a part of David Lloyd George’s house, even though he supported their cause!

This is a 
photograph of 
David Lloyd 
George and 
members of the 
Suffragettes in 
1909.  The 
Suffragettes 
tried to persuade 
politicians like 
Lloyd George to 
give the vote to 
women.



Trains changed people’s lives in Victorian times as people 
could travel further and faster than ever before.  Rail travel 
was a cheap and effective way of going from one place to 
another.  The pre-war years were a turning point for transport, 
with motorised vehicles becoming increasingly popular and 
fewer people using a horse and cart.

By 1913 there were a number of different ways to 
travel

Transport in 

1913

busestrains

Horse and cart

cars

LONDON BUSESLONDON BUSESLONDON BUSES

Year
Horse drawn 

Buses
Motorised 

Buses

1905 3484 241

1906 2964 783

1907 2557 1205

1908 2155 1133

1909 1771 1180

1910 1103 1200

1911 786 1962

1912 376 2908

1913 142 3522

Some buses were pulled by horses while some were 
powered by a motor.

Is there a pattern in this table?



THE RAILWAY
In 1913, 421,925 peopled worked on the 

railways in Britain

By 2013 only 34,000 were working on the 
railways in Britain.

Steam Engine

Business and industry
Big industries such as the coal mines and larger factories used 
the railways to transport goods to the ports and across the 
country. 

People
People could travel further and faster than 
ever before.

Why were the Railways so important in 1913?

Llandeilo Railway StationCambrian coal mines, Rhondda Valley



The car industry grew very quickly at the start of the 20th century as cars became 
more popular and more affordable.  Henry Ford, the American owner of the Ford 
motor company bought a factory in Manchester in 1911.  Unlike other companies 
Ford used a production line to build their cars which meant that cars could be built 
cheaper and faster.

Ford built over 7000 cars in the Manchester factory in 1913 which was a lot at the 
time!  Cars were priced at £175, around £14,800 today.  Many ordinary people 
could buy these cars.  Cars produced by British companies such as the Morris 
Minor were also popular during the time.

The Rolls-Royce company was formed in 1906. They produced more expensive cars  
such as limousines.Ford Model T arriving in Gwalia Motors, 

Cardigan for the first time.
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Money in 1913

20 Shilling£1 = 12 Pence1 Shilling =

There were 240 pence in a pound in 1913 (12 pence x 20)

One pence = about 35 pence today

One shilling = about £4.25 today

£1 in 1913 = Around £85 in 2014



Explore these 
advertisements from 
1913 and use the 
information from 
the previous page to 
find the price of 
these goods today.

Remember:

£1 in 1913 = 

About£85 in 2014

1 pence in 1913 = 

about 35 pence in 

2014

1 shilling = 

About£4.25 in 

2014  

12 pence in 1 

shilling

240 pence in a 

pound (12 pence x 

20)

Price of Goods in 1913
Understanding 
old money

£ = Pound s = Shilling

d = Pence



Food in 1913
Diet in 1913

At the beginning of the twentieth century many people grew 
their own vegetables in order to save money and their diet 
consisted of  plenty of potatoes and vegetables.

Tinned food grew popular at the beginning of the century, 
with food such as baked beans, tinned fish and tinned 
fruit were becoming a part of people’s diet by 1913.

Jam and marmalade were sweet foods that were popular 
with many families.  White bread and tea became available 
for everybody at the start of the century. 

Only wealthy families went out to eat.   For families with less 
money fish and chips from the shop always went down well.

Preparing Food

One major difference between 1913 and today 
was the time it took to prepare a meal.  Usually 
the wife would cook food ready for when her 
husband arrived home from work. Preparing 
food could take hours because some useful 
equipment that we use today wasn’t available in 
1913.

Not available in 1913:

  Microwave

  Freezer

  Refrigerator 



A New Wales
Many national institutions were built at the beginning of the 20th century such as the University of Wales, The National Library 
of Wales and the National Museum of Wales.  Many prominent people believed that it was important to create these institutions 
as part of the development of Wales as a nation.

This is a 
photograph 
of the 
National 
Library of 
Wales being 
built.

This is a 
photograph 
of the 
University of 
Wales 
building in 
Aberystwyth.



Leisure time
Despite the fact that life was hard for 
ordinary people they still found a way of 
enjoying themselves.  There was a strong 
tradition in Wales of large groups coming 
together for activities such as sports, 
choirs or bands.  Look through these 
photographs to see what Welsh people 
did with their spare time at the 
beginning of the twentieth century. 

A family on the beach 
in Aberystwyth, 1905

Alberto & Lupi selling ice cream 
in Llandelio.

The Mumbles Pier



Sport
The main sports in Wales in 1913 were football and rugby.  Welshmen excelled on the rugby pitch because their work in the coal 
mines and on the farms had made them strong people.  There was an unforgettable game against New Zealand in 1905.  New 
Zealand were on a tour in Britain and before they played Wales they had played 27, won 27 and scored 801 points while only 
conceding 32 points! 

Wales v New Zealand, 1905
The All Blacks performed the ‘Haka’ before the game 
and as a response the Welsh team sang ‘Hen Wlad Fy 
Nhadau’.  This was the first time a national anthem 
was sung before any sporting event.  

Wales won the match 3-0 (three points were given for 
a try in 1905), with Teddy Morgan scoring the only try 
of the match.

A footballer’s kit in 1913



If you were Rich....

You could play tennis or golf. Usually only wealthy people could play 
these sports because the equipment was expensive.

If you were poor....

 You were more likely to do sports such as rugby, football 
or even baseball.

If you were 
a girl....

There were less 
opportunities for women 
to play sport, although 
the girls that did play 
competed in sports such 
as hockey or tennis.

Welsh boxers - Freddie Welsh (British lightweight champion), Tom 
Thomas (British middleweight champion) and Jim Driscoll 
(Commonwealth featherweight champion)

The Aberaeron Hockey team, 1905



Agriculture had been the main occupation for most people in Wales for centuries, but by 1913 life and work in Wales had 
changed.  Compare the statistics from Wales in 1851 and 1913 to see the change in work in Wales.

55%

10%

35%

Coal mines Agriculture Other work

55% 35%

10%
1851 1913

A different life
In the early years of the twentieth century many people moved 
from the Welsh countryside where they farmed the land to live in 
the towns and work in the coal mines and factories.

Why move?
There was a lot of work available in the coal mines and in the 
quarries and more money to be made.

One Country: Two Different worlds

The Countryside Industrial towns

Work in Wales



Work in Wales 1913

North east Wales

Mainly the coal industry
North west Wales

Mainly the slate industry

South east Wales

Mainly the coal industry

South west Wales

Mainly farming

Mid Wales

Mainly Wool and Farming

North

East

South

West



North Wales’ Quarries
People have been quarrying slate in north Wales for over 1,800 years, but it was with the dawn of the Industrial Revolution 
in the 18th century that the slate industry really took off.  In 1898 the slate trade in Wales as a whole reached its peak 
with 17,000 men producing 485,000 tons of slate.   Wales produced over four-fifths of all British slates in this period, with 
Caernarfonshire the biggest producer among all Welsh counties.

Llanberis Quarry 1913Penrhyn Quarry 1913



Coal was the main industry in 
Wales in 1913. The south Wales 
valleys mined coal that was used 
across the world. The iron industry 
grew side by side with the coal 
industry. 

By 1913 1/3 of people working in 
Wales worked in the coal mines.  
People moved from the Welsh 
countryside, England and Ireland to 
the industrial areas of Wales 
because there was plenty of work to 
be had in the coal mines, and towns 
and villages grew around the mines.

The work wasn’t easy.  The workers 
spent the majority of their day 
underground in close dark spaces. 
Hundreds of people died each year 
in the coal mines because of 
accidents and underground 
explosions. 

Cambrian coal mine, coal 
being hauled out of the mines.

Men mining coal

Coal Changing Wales



Why was there such a rise in 
Glamorgan’s population between 
1801 and 1911?

POPULATION OF SOME COUNTIES IN WALESPOPULATION OF SOME COUNTIES IN WALESPOPULATION OF SOME COUNTIES IN WALES

Population in 1801 Population in 1911

Glamorgan 71,000 1,130,000

Caernarfon 41,500 142,000

Cardiganshire 43,000 81,000

Monmouthshire 32,000 56,000

Anglesey 34,000 51,000

By 1913 around 55% of the Welsh 

population lived within 25 miles 

of Cardiff.

Anglesey

Caernarfon

Cardiganshire

Monmouthshire

Glamorgan

Radnorshire

CarmarthenshirePembrokeshire

Cardiff

Brecknockshire

Montgomeryshire

Denbighshire

Flintshire

Meirionethshire



In 1913, the Welsh mines reached 
a peak in output.  They produced 
more coal in this year than at any 
other time in their history.

Coal was used to fuel ships, trains 
and factories.  South Wales 
became a very important place in 
Britain and the rest of the world 
because of the coal it produced.

Around 36,832,000 tonnes was exported abroad in 1913.  

=

Exporting coal overseas in 1913

36,832,000 tones of coal Weight of 204,600 blue whales
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Population of the RhonddaCoal Changing Wales - The Rhondda
  In 1840 only around 1,000 people lived in the Rhondda.  It was a rural, 

quiet farming community.

  In 1853 a large coal mine was built, and within four years a railway had 
been built to haul the coal to the docks.

  The area changed dramatically! By 1913 it had a population of around 
150,000.



The Senghenydd Disaster
On the 14th of October 1913 there was a disaster in Senghenydd Colliery.  439 coal 
miners were killed in an underground explosion.



The Rest of the World in  1913

Vincenzo Perugia tried to 
sell the Mona Lisa after he 
stole the painting from 
the Louvre in August 
1911. He was arrested and 
the painting was sent back 
to Paris, France

The hottest temperature in the world was 
recorded in Greenland Ranch, Death 
Valley, California, it was 56.7 ˚C (134 ˚F). The 
record still stands today.

A law was 
passed in 

Norway which 
gave women the 
right to vote and 

stand in an 
election.

In 1913 most African countries were ruled by countries from Europe.  
Britain, France, Spain, Belgium, Germany, Italy and Portugal all had 
empires - countries which they ruled in Africa.

Only Liberia and Ethiopia were independent.

The world’s 
tallest building, 
the Woolworth 

Building was built
in New York.  

The height of the 
Woolworth Building is 

241.4m.  By today, there 
are 297 buildings that are 
taller than the Woolworth 

building.  The tallest building in 
the world in 2014 is the 

Burj Khalifa, Dubai 
which is a height of 828m!


